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India is the largest food producer in the world. It
produces 150 million tones fruits and vegetable every
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ABSTRACT

About 60.00 Per cent of population in the country depends on agriculture for their primary livelihood.
A farmer who is a good manager should be able to make as much profit, the aim of the most'of the
farmer should be to earn profits. Crop should be grown only to earn profit. Thus, market oriented
agriculture in the mixed economy of the India need to promote farmers that produce products that
local people need. Itis managed by the farmers through following various cropping pattern. Among
the cole crops only cabbage (Brassica oleracea L. var capitata) and cauliflower (Brassica oleracea
L. var botrytis) are grown in winter within India and produce good yield between 5°C to 30° C day
temperature. The highest price during the summer season is the driving force within the farmers of
the Sabarkantha district and they are motivated to cultivate the cabbage as a summer crop. Thisis
the transformation of farmer from the traditional to the modern farming method. Considering the
highest area & production of cabbage crop Sabarkantha district, was purposively selected for the
study. Prantij taluka was also purposively selected, because this taluka have highest cabbage
growing area as compared to other talukas. Twelve villages form taluka were selected purposively.
Using random sampling techniques, equal number of respondents /.., Ten from each village were
selected. Thus, total 120 respondents were selected. Cropping pattern in this study was defined as
a sequence of crops sown by the respondents on a given area. The information about cropping
pattern followed by the cabbage growers was collected. Based on the frequency and percentage of
the farmers adopting different cropping pattern, each cropping pattern has been assigned rank.
Major cropping pattern of Chilli - Chilli- Cabbage (49.17 per cent), Okra—Okra - Cabbage (33.34
per cent), Cauliflower — Cabbage (29.16 per cent), Cotton — Wheat — Pearl millet (27.5 per cent),
Bottle guard — Bottle guard — Cabbage (25.00 per cent), Brinjal —Brinjal —Brinjal (24.16 per cent),
Cabbage — Cabbage (22.50 per cent) and Tomato — Tomato — Tomato (22.50 per cent) were adopted
by the respondents with the first to seventh rank, respectively.
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conditions under which farming is carried on are
changing fast. To be efficient, farmers must be

year (MFPI, 2011). About 60 per cent of population
depends on agriculture for their primary livelihood. A
farmer who is a good manager should be able to make
as much profit from farming as from any other
business, if he determine the objectives. In deciding
how to use his productive resources, a farmer must
be guided by certain objectives. However, the
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prepared to learn and use new methods of production
and true subsistence farming methods (Upton and
Anthonio, 1975). In the present era, the aim of the
most of the farmer should be to earn profits. Crop
should be grown only to earn profit and therefore,
farming as a business means farming for profit, not
just some profit but as much profit as a possible. This is
the transformation of farmer from the traditional to the
modern farming method. Thus, market oriented
agriculture in the mixed economy of the India need to
promote farmers that produce products that local people
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STUDY ON THE CROPPING PATTERN FOLLOWED BY SUMMER

Table 1 Distribution of the respondents according to various cropping pattemns adopted by them anq rank order

of the cropping patterns.

(n=129)
Sr. Cropping pattern Number Per cent Rank
No. of respondents
1. Chilli - Chilli — Cabbage 59 49.17 oy
2. Okra - Okra — Cabbage 40 33.34 I
3 Cauli-flower —Cabbage 35 29.16 "
4. Cotton — Wheat — Pearl millet 33 2750 N
5. Bottle guard — Bottle guard — Cabbage 30 25.00 v
6. Brinjal — Brinjal — Brinjal 29 24,16 Vi
7 Cabbage —Cabbage 27 22,50 Vil
8. Tomato — Tomato — Tomato 27 22,50 Vil
9. Cluster bean — Wheat — Sorghum 24 20.00 X
10. Castor — Castor — Pearl millet 2 16.66 X
1. Bitter guard — Bitter guard - Bitter guard 16 13.34 X
12, Cotton — Cotton — Cabbage 14 11.66 i |
13. Cluster bean — Mustard — Sorghum 13 10.84 X
14. Cluster bean — Wheat — Fodder pearl millet 09 07.50 XV
15. Cotton — Wheat — Sorghum 05 04.16 xv

The probable reason behind this might be the mega
cities like, Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and
Himmatnagar are nearest to the study area therefore,
the farmers of study area are selecting more vegetable
crops for cultivation, secondly the farming community
give priorities for food and fodder security for their family
members and live-stock, respectively. Majority of the
farmers are adopted agriculture and animal husbandry
as main occupations and earned their family income.
They also had given prioritization to cash crops to
earn monetary requirement for maintaining social
occasions and entertainment and there by overall
development.

CONCLUSION

Major cropping pattern of Chilli - Chilli - Cabbage (49.17
per cent), Okra - Okra - Cabbage (33.34 per cent),
Cauliflower - Cabbage (29.16 per cent), Cotton - Wheat
- Pearl millet (27.5 per cent), Bottle guard - Bottle
guard - Cabbage (25.00 per cent), Brinjal - Brinjal
-Brinjal (24.16 per cent), Cabbage - Cabbage (22.50
per cent) and Tomato - Tomato - Tomato (22.50 per
cent) were adopted by the respondents with the first

to seventh rank, respectively. From this, it can be
concluded that majority of the farmers are cultivated
vegetable crops during the whole year and they are
preferred mono cropping system. However, some of
them are emphasized to cash crops with rotation of
cereal, oil seeds and fodder crops.
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