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During May 1979, the district ex-
tension workers reported that summer
groundnut crop was infested by white
grubs. Groundnut fields in Kapadwan]
taluka were therefore surveyed to col-
lect the grubs. These were reared fur-
ther in the laboratory to 'obtain the
adults which were identified as‘ Auio-
serica nathant Frey by Dr. Veeresh.
Similar grubs were also collected and
reared from wheat in February 1979
and from summer bajra in May. The
grub in the last instar is similar in
size to the early second instar of Holo-
trichia consanguinea Bl. which is impor-
tant species of white grub in this area.
The farmers therefore mistook the in-
festation as that of -H. consanguinea.
The adults of this species were also
collected in large numbers in the light
traps arranged in Kapadwanj taluka
in June 1979. The survey in sum-

40

mer gr'ouﬁd-nut‘ crop ﬁﬂdkcat?d 1..-5
grubs per  plant. The infestation in
bajra and wheat was rather . spora-
dic. The grub was also -ObS»CTVQd. 0
fced on' the ~rodts of €astor; Iaize,
mlistard,-, sweet, potato, fennel; brinjal
etc. during the  rabi season. Thus, the
insect, is polyphagous‘-andhas been cgl-
lected from . north -and - middle '.Guja,
rat during 1979 .and .1980. +: This. spe-
cies has also been  reported. infesting
groundnut, sugarcane and ~wheat- from
other parts .of -India (Singh and. Singh
1978; Paras Nath and - Janardan
Singh, 1980. and; Veereshy:11980).
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