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by Pestalotia sapotae in Gujarat 
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Chiku (Achras sapota L.) is 

of the major fruit crops grown in 
south Gujarat and other parts of 
India. The orchards are concentrated 
in the suburbs of cities and 
mainly due to easy marketing facili 
ties. The pathogenicity of Pestalotia 
sapotae P. Henn. on chiku fruits was 
established for the first time in India 
by Mehta and Bose (1951) and subse 
quently by Shrivastava et al. (1964). 
Leaf. blightening was reported by 
Agarwal and Agnihotri (1970) and 

Pestalotia sapotae showing conidia 
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Rajendran (1971). Chiku leaf blight 
hercby reported for the first time in 
Gujarat. 

The disease was first noticed as a 
fairly widespread leaf spot disease in 
the chiku orchard, at the Institute of 
Agriculture, Anand during August, 
1973. The infection on leaves varied 
from 2 to 5 per cent. It is initiated 
at the margin of green tender leaves 
and further advances on the leaf sur 
face resulting into blightening and de 
foliation of leaves. The blighted portions 
váry from 7-25 x 4-7. mm in size (Fig. 
1). The infected fruits would be small 
and shrivelled (Fig. 2). On the blighted 
portion of the leaf, minute black 
pinhead-like when dots were being seen. 
These dots observed under microscope 
were found to be well-developed acervuli 
of the fungus. Conidiophores are short 
and sinple. Conidia are spindle shap 

Fig. 2 Mumnified fruit 
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Fig. 3 Conidia of Pestalotia sabotae 

ed with 3-4 septa and measure 23-31 x 

5-7 . At the tip, conidia bcar thread 
like appendages, generally three 
number (Fig. 3). 

1n 

was isolated in pure The fungus 
form from freshly collected infected 
leaves and was maintained and multi 

plied on P.D.A. for pathogenicity trial. 
well 

The fungus was also grown very 
on Asthana and Hawker's mediumn as 

Fruit suggested by Purohit (1971). 
ing bodies of this fungus developed 
very well in Hawker's medium than on the fungus P.D.A. Pathogenicity of 
was established, by inoculating fresh and 
healthy leaves of chiku seedlings rais 
ed in the pots under glass-house condi 
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tions, with the suspension of 7 days 
old culturc, as per the tcchnique uscd 
by Roy (1965). Typical symptoms of 
the discasc appcarcd after 6-7 days of 
inoculation. The pathogen was re 
isolatcd from the lesions and was found 
to be the same. 
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